
GRATIOT LAKE CONSERVANCY    
Gratiot Lake Preserve    
SE corner of Gratiot Lake  
 
By Land: NOTE that IRON GATE ROAD, CONSERVANCY ROAD, and 

NOBLET LANE are all private dirt logging roads—high carriage cars, 

trucks, or four wheel drive vehicles are recommended. Logging may 
be occurring at any time off of Iron Gate Road or Conservancy Road 

so use caution. Roads may be impassable in wet or snowy weather. 

 

As of July 2023 the condition of Iron Gate Road is pretty good but has 

some areas of sharp mine rock fill and some potholes. Conservancy Road 

and Noblet Lane have many potholes but are passable.  

 

From U.S. 41 At the town of Central turn south onto the Gratiot Lake Road.  Follow 
the Gratiot Lake Road approximately  4.6  miles to Gratiot Lake. 
When you reach the bottom of the hill after passing the mail boxes watch for Iron Gate Road, 
the first dirt road on the RIGHT. Turn right on Iron Gate Road. Take this old logging road 
around to the South side of the lake. Stay on the main dirt road, do not take any forks. In 
approximately 4.7 miles turn left onto Conservancy Road.Take Conservancy Road to 
Noblet Lane (below). 
 
 

From M-26, Gay-Lac Labelle Rd.: 
 
Traveling South from Lac Labelle look for the Iron Gate Road on the right about .7 mile 
beyond Brunette Park. Turn right on Iron Gate Road . 
 
!After about 2.1 miles on this road you will come to a prominent fork. Stay on the main road 
and bear left. Go another 1.3miles until you come to Conservancy Road. Turn right onto 
Conservancy Road and continue 1.3 miles until you see Noblet Lane, a  dirt road on the left.  
 
Turn left onto Noblet Lane and go .8 mile to a clearing right before the gate to the 
Conservancy Preserve. Please park in this large, cleared area a few hundred feet  before the 
Conservancy gate. If the gate is open you may park just inside of it, next to the trail head for 
the Bear Paw Path. To reach the Noblet Field Station and the path to the Little Gratiot River 
walk on the old road which runs northeast for 1/4 mile. Entrance to the path to the Little 
Gratiot River is beside the cabin and runs 1/4 mile. 
 
Traveling North from Gay approximately .7 mile past Big Betsy Road and past the point 
where the road crosses the Big Betsy  River  look for the Iron Gate Road on the left. (If you 
pass Brunette Park you have gone too far). Turn left on Iron Gate Road and follow 
directions in section marked with a ! immediately above. 
 






